March 2018 Newsletter

Grace Lutheran
Church & Preschool
Join us on Saturday March 31,
2018 11am-1pm! We will be
having our annual Easter Egg
Hunt! There will be crafts, a
bouncer, hot dogs and lots of
eggs. What a joyous day to
celebrate Easter with our Lord!
We are pleased to announce that Grace
now has an online option for your tithes
and offerings!

Here’s how to help:

To give online go to our website
(gracecovina.org) click on the 'connect'
drop down option, then click on
'offerings', scroll down and select 'click
to donate through PayPal. It's pretty
self-explanatory after that! You can use
your PayPal account or major credit
card to make your offering.

17880 E. Covina Blvd.
Covina, Ca 91722
Church Office
(626) 332-4536
Office Hours:
Tuesday-Friday: 9am-1pm

Preschool Office
(626) 967-5855
Church/Preschool Fax
(626) 967-4027

You can check your email for
the PDF version of this
Newsletter! Don’t have a
newsletter in your email? Be
sure to fill out the contact
information with an updated
email address on page 4. You
can also check our website
for upcoming news. Stay
connected with us!

Did You Know?
If you have an article, advertisement,
announcement or special note you would like to
include in the newsletter, please contact
Vanessa, our church secretary by the 25th of each
month. You can contact her by telephone at:
626-332-4536 or by email at:
office@gracecovina.org

You Are Welcome Here

Email:
office@gracecovina.org

Website:
www.gracecovina.org
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We are collecting a new food item for the ACTION Food Pantry. The month of March’s
featured food item is scalloped potatoes in a box . So when you’re grocery shopping, please
remember our brothers and sisters in need and pick up one or two boxes of scalloped potatoes. Any
donations are most appreciated. Let’s continue to respond to God’s blessings by caring for the most in
need. Just a friendly reminder that on the first Sunday of each and every month is the food pantry’s
special collection Sunday. This is another opportunity to give thanks to God for our many blessings by
helping those most in need Thank you for all the continued support!
Don’t forget to follow us and like us on Facebook! www.facebook.com/ActionFoodPantry91722

Preschool Report
Thank You!
Thanks again to all of you who donated treats for our Valentine’s parties, the children had
a fun time.
Picture Day
Bring your smile to school on Thursday March 15, 2018 @ 9:30am for picture day. If your child does not
attend school on Wednesdays please bring them between 9:30-10am to have their pictures taken. Pictures
will take place in the chapel. The pictures will be available for viewing and purchase on Friday March 16,
2018 6:30-9:30am in room #6.
Parents Play Date
Saturday March 10, 2018 will be our Parent's Play Date at 10-11am. This is a special hour set aside just for
you and your preschooler. Come, join us and play for an hour with your child.
Spring Sing
We will be sharing our children’s voice with our congregation on Sunday March 25, 2018 at the 11am
service. Please join us!
Easter Egg Hunt
Save the date....Saturday March 31, 2018 11am-1pm will be our annual
Easter Egg Hunt. There will be crafts, a bouncer, hot dogs
and lots of eggs. What a joyous day to celebrate Easter.

Bible Stories
3/5-3/16: Jesus and the Cross
The Son of Man came to look for the lost and save the lost.
Luke 19:10

Themes
2/26-2 Rain / Uu
5-9 Rain Forest / Jj
12-16 Farm Animals / Aa
18-23 Easter
26-30 Easter

3/19-3/30: Butterfly In the Garden
The Son of Man came to look for the lost and save the lost.
Luke 19:10
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Pastor’s Column
Dear People of Grace,
I’m certain you are all familiar with the horrific event that took place on Feb. 14 th in a Florida High School
where 17 people were killed by a 19 year old former student of that same high school. What was your reaction? If
I’m honest, my first reaction was not one of shock. Sadly these types of public shootings have become all too
normal. I remember how I had a different reaction when years ago I first heard about the mass shooting in
Columbine, Colorado. That day I felt the shock and horror appropriate for such an occurrence. That was almost
20 years ago and it was very unusual back then.
As I was looking for more information on the Florida shooting I came across a story that offered pictures
and bios of the victims. It became much more visceral at that point because the victims have names and faces,
families and friends and especially with the students a greater sense of tragedy because they still had so much life
to live. It makes me wonder if things will get even worse with even more frequent mass shootings. So far this
year there have already been almost a half-dozen shootings at schools. Can it get worse?
I also wonder how many of us hear about these tragedies and ask ourselves the really hard questions. You
know those questions. The ones non-believers ask all the time. “How can God allow such tragedy? How can God
allow innocent lives to be taken? Does God really care?” There are other questions, but you get the point. Maybe
someone has even asked you a similar type question before. These are not easy questions to answer. But, they are
questions that are okay to ask by believers and non-believers alike.
So, how would you respond to the questions I posed in the previous paragraph? I know how I would
respond, but I’m not going to give you my responses because that’s not the reason why I decided to bring up this
subject. I don’t want you to be a Christian that simply repeats what your pastor says. The problem with that is that
you may not agree with me and you probably wouldn’t know how I came to my conclusion either. So, that
wouldn’t help you understand your faith any better than had I given you my answer. I have an answer to those
questions because I’ve asked myself those questions and done the hard and complicated work of wrestling with
my faith and with my understanding of God. This is something not all of us are prepared or willing to do.
And that’s okay. Really, it is! Simply trusting that God has everything under control and that our salvation
is secure through faith gets you to the same heaven as one who wrestles and God doesn’t love any one of us any
more than another because of the things we do or the way we think. So, why bother?
Well, for me asking myself hard questions and being a bit of a wrestler added depth and richness to my
faith and my Christian walk. It has taken away the fear of possibly discovering something about God that I never
knew or that changes a long held belief of mine. It has expanded my understanding of the vastness and mystery of
God so that I am in even greater awe of our God and feel that much more blessed that such an amazing God
would love me enough to die for me! It has also changed the way I see the world we live in and my fellow
humans. And it has helped me to understand and explain what I believe and why I believe what I believe to
others. And it has really been a lot of fun!
In a way it’s like exercise. It can be a pain, uncomfortable and take time that I don’t have a lot of, but I
really enjoy the results. Exercising our spiritual muscles is something I’m sure you would guess I recommend to
all Christians. And I do! There are countless ways to grow spiritually on your own, but honestly doing it in a
group setting adds a whole new dynamic. Learning from others expands the mind and our faith in ways that doing
it on our own can’t always accomplish. We have several opportunities at Grace for you to take advantage of; our
Wed. Bible studies and the latest addition, Theology Pub on the last Tuesday of the month. What is it that
prevents you from being a part of one of these groups (if you aren’t already participating), or even just trying it
out? You have nothing to lose and so much to gain! Who knows, you may find yourself in a position to actually
answer some of those hard questions for yourself or even more importantly, should someone else ask you.

Yours in Christ,
Pastor Steve
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Presidents Report
A few highlights from the February 12, 2018 council meeting
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Cheryl Miller, Food Pantry director, came as a guest to present a few concerns. Pr. Steve is the
VP of the AFP Board and Pr. Bob Hamel from Christ is the president.
Lenten and Easter services were discussed.
We have had 2 requests for weekly use of our facilities. There has been much discussion
regarding these requests. No decisions yet.
The furnace in the Fellowship Hall has been “red tagged” by the Gas Co. and cannot be used
until repaired.
Ants and roaches are invading our kitchen. Please keep it clean.
All 3 ceiling fans in the Fellowship Hall will be replaced. A member has offered to pay for the
new fans.
Preschool and Infant Care are doing well.
There have been several members step up to provide food and transportation to our members in
need due to accident or illness. A big THANK YOU to all of you who have helped.
Our finances aren't so good. We ended 2017 with a $15,000 deficit.
Vanessa is finishing up the annual report and it should be out sometime this month.
There will be a Mother’s Day Luncheon May 5. Look for details in this newsletter.

This summer is the end of Pr. Steve's contract with us. Will he stay or go? It would be nice to be able to offer
him a full time position to entice him to stay. If we all want Pr. Steve to stay we all need to come up with the
needed funds. We are struggling to meet our current budget. Many prayers are needed to make this happen.
Peace of Christ
Pat Linden
Congregational Council President

Congregation Records Update 2018
If you ever have any change in your contact information, be sure to complete the information below and
return it to the church office or place it in the offering plate. Remember to include all family members.
Thank you.
Family Name: _____________________________________________________________________
Address: _________________________________________________________________________
City, State, Zip Code: _______________________________________________________________
Home Phone Number (Include Area Code):________________________________________________
Cell Number (Include Area Code):_______________________________________________________
Email Address: ____________________________________________________________________
Birthdays: ________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
Wedding Anniversary: ______________________________________________________________
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Save the Date!

San Dimas H.E.R.O.E.S.

Mother’s Day Lunch

Is proud to announce the coming of the Vietnam Wall:
"The Wall That Heals"

~She is more precious than jewels...Proverbs 3:15~

Date: Saturday, May 5, 2018
Time: 11:00-2:00
Where: Fellowship Hall
Who: Ladies of the church, friends and family.
Theme: antiques
Program: 2 certified appraisers will appraise
small antiques YOU bring to the lunch
Cost: $10:00 per person
RSVP: space will be limited RSVP will be required
Fundraiser: Luncheon is a fund raiser for “Wings”
a shelter for women and children in an abusive
relationship.

Happy Anniversary to…
Van Raalte, Michael & Patty

March 18

The ACTION Food Pantry is
participating in the annual CROP
(Communities Reaching Out to People)
hunger walk again this year.
This walk is on Sunday, March 11,
2018 at 1:30pm and starts at the
United Methodist Church in Glendora.
It is a 5k walk (3.1 miles).You can
support this activity by walking or by
sponsoring a walker. The ACTION Food
pantry can receive up to 25% of the
proceeds raised.
Contact Cheryl Miller (626)484-0660 if
you wish to participate. Your support
would be greatly appreciated.

Vietnam Veterans Memorial Replica & Mobile
Educational Center
WHERE: Lone Hill Middle School
700 S. Lone Hill Ave.
San Dimas, Ca 91773
WHEN: Thursday, March 22, 2018
Through Sunday, March 25, 2018
TIME: Anytime (24/7) Until 3pm on Sunday
Lone Hill Middle School is located on the corner of
Lone Hill Ave. and W. Covina Blvd. in San Dimas.
For more information call: (909) 677-9557
(If you would like to volunteer, sponsor or make a
donation please call or write):
San Dimas Heroes
P.O. BOX 4216
San Dimas, Ca 91773

Birthday Blessings to…
Lisa Entrikin
Sandra Streeter
Charlene Bergerson
Denise Thomas
Blake Yarber
Shannon Shehan
Heather Bergerson
Rick Domiani
Brandon Loyd
Tony Encabo
Ken Linden
Carol Davisson
Ashley Hernandez
Donald Jacobs
Steve Adzovich

March 6
March 6
March 7
March 8
March 9
March 9
March 9
March 10
March 16
March 24
March 26
March 28
March 28
March 29
March 31

Dear Members of Grace,
One of your fellow members is in need
of a new residence and we are asking for
your help. If you know of a 2-3 bedroom
house in our general area that is
available to rent in the $1500-$1750
pg. 5
price range please contact Pastor Steve.
Thanks!

The eyes of the Lord are on the righteous, and his ears are open to their cry... -Psalm 34:15
REMEMBER IN PRAYER
Please pray for those with cancer needs, including: Tammy Vasquez, Pete Cooper, Esther Westergard,
Alice Martinez, Annalisa Morgan, Marion Patrick, Jorge Chavez, Walter Hoke, Trina Clay, Paulette Bentz,
Shawna, Keyling Toro, Dorie, Linda Dow, Melanie Reef, and Lorraine Thorne.
Please pray for those with medical needs, including: Suzanne Banks, Bev Smith, Amber Brown, Connie
Brown, Marie Dabbs, Bruce Fehring, Mona Missick, Carol Orrell, Margarite Heyne, Myrna Ott, Brian Akey,
Cora, Peggy Muncie, Tim Olszewski, Dave Brown, Charlene Bergerson, Olivia Gallina, Christy, Hector
Larini, Susie Galleta, Sarah Encabo, Davidson Family, Gail Hawes, Jaxon Turner, Phyllis Welch, and Eddie
Alvarez.
Please pray for the men and women who are currently serving in the military, including: Talon
Featherstone (Navy) and Justin Wimer (Air Force), who are bravely protecting us and our country.
Please pray for the people in: Montecito, Puerto Rico, Venezuela, Virgin Islands and those affected by the
California fires.
Please pray for those who are being faced with grief including: Roset Family, Cindy Skolaski and
family,The Espinoza Family, Families involved in the Parkland Florida school shooting Suzanne Banks &
family.
Please pray for Grace Lutheran Church Congregaion.
Please pray for the Miller family (Missionaries).
Please pray for our pre-school and infant care program.
Please pray for the firefighters, police force and leaders of our country.
Please pray for the ACTION Food Pantry and the homeless that they serve.
Please pray for all those in need.
“The Prayer of the Righteous is Powerful and Effective.” – James 5:16








Please let us know…

Our Prayer Book is…

If we don’t have a birthday or anniversary date listed.
If you have a special announcement.
If someone in your family is ill or in the hospital.
If you move or change your telephone number.
If you will be away for a period of time.
If you feel the church can assist you in any way.

Also located in the back of the sanctuary. You
can write your prayer request in this book each
Wednesday or Sunday. Remember, you can also
contact the church office with your prayer
request and updates for the prayer list.

March scripture readings to share with your family & to deepen your worship experience.
(3 Lent)

(4 Lent)

(5 Lent)

March 4
Exod 20:1-17
1 Cor 1:18-25
John 2:13-22

March 11
Num 21:4-9
Eph 2:1-10
John 3:14-21

March 18
Jer 31:31-34
Heb 5:5-10
John 12:20-33

(Palm Sunday)
March 25
Isaiah 50:4-9a
Phil 2:5-11
Mark 14:1-15:47

(Maundy Thursday)
March 29
Exod 12:1-14
1 Cor 11:23-26
John 13:1-17,31b-35

(Good Friday)
March 30
Isaiah 52:13-53:12
Heb 10:16-25 pg.
John 18:1-19:42
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Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat
2

1

9:30am Lydia
Lois Circle

4
*Regular Sunday
Worship
1pm Apostolic
Fellowship

5

6

12:30pm
Deborah’s Circle
4:00pm-7pm
ACTION Food
Pantry

7

10am-1pm
ACTION Food
Pantry
8

7:00pm Friday
Night relax &
Recover

11:30am Bible Study
12:30pm Staff
Meeting

10am-1pm
ACTION Food
Pantry

10am Al-Anon

9

11am Preschool
Chapel

7:00pm
Apostolic
Fellowship

3

7:00pm Friday
Night relax &
Recover

10
10am-11am
Parents Play Date

10am Al-Anon
12pm-3pm
Crafting

7pm Worship
7pm AA

11
*Regular Sunday
Worship
1pm Apostolic
Fellowship

18

12
4:00pm-7pm
ACTION Food
Pantry

13

11am Preschool
Chapel

7:00pm
Apostolic
Fellowship

11:30am Bible Study

6:30pm Council
Meeting
Room 6

7pm Worship
7pm AA

19

20

21

4:00pm-7pm
ACTION Food
Pantry

7:00pm
Apostolic
Fellowship

11:30am Bible Study
7pm Worship

*Regular Sunday
Worship
11am Preschool
Spring Sing

1pm Apostolic
Fellowship

10am-1pm
ACTION Food
Pantry
22

26
4:00pm-7pm
ACTION Food
Pantry

27
10am-2pm
Food Pantry
Easter
Giveaway

28
11am Preschool
Chapel
11:30am Bible Study
7pm Worship

7:00pm
Apostolic
Fellowship

* Sunday Service Times
*9:00am Traditional Worship
*11:00am Contemporary Worship
*1:00pm Apostolic Fellowship

7pm AA

10am-1pm
ACTION Food
Pantry
5:45pm-9pm
Heathdale
HOA

7pm AA

1pm Apostolic
Fellowship

25
Palm Sunday

15
9:30am
Preschool
Picture Day

11am Preschool
Chapel

*Regular Sunday
Worship
12:15pm Worship
& Music
Committee
Meeting

14

29
10am-1pm
ACTION Food
Pantry

7pm Maundy
Thursday
Worship

16

17
St. Patrick’s Day

7:00pm Friday
Night relax &
Recover
Men’s Desert
Trip
23
1pm Grace
Ladies Luncheon

7:00pm Friday
Night relax &
Recover

30

10am Al-Anon
Men’s Desert Trip

24
9am-3pm
Council
Retreat(Rm.6)
Palm
Volunteering
11am
10am Al-Anon
31

Good Friday

10am Al-Anon

7:00pm Friday
Night relax &
Recover

11am-1pm
Easter Egg Hunt

What’s happening at GLC?
Exciting things are always happening here at Grace. So, please
take a moment to look on the bulletin board and table in the
narthex and see what exciting things are happening. You can
check us on Facebook, too!
www.facebook.com/GraceLutheranCovina
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WHO WE ARE
Church Staff
Pastor
Steve Otte
(714)717-6174
Preschool Director
Christy Arreguin
(626) 967-5855
preschool@gracecovina.org
Children’s Ministries
Amber Brown
(626)203-6928

GraceSundaySchool@yahoo.com

Music Ministries
Jeff Saltonstall
(626) 375-4311
Pedro Toro
(626) 731 4431
Office Coordinator
Vanessa Chavez
(626) 332-4536
office@gracecovina.org
Church Council
President
Pat Linden
(626) 339-0729
Vice President
Tim Said
(626) 966-5360
Secretary
Vicki Jacobs
(909) 599-6310
Treasurer
Robert Ordonez
(626) 388-6930
Minister of Witness
Judy McGee
(323)376-1226
Minister of Worship
Brenda Noriega
(626) 914-1664
Minister of Education
Dave Brown
(909) 772-3500
Minister of Member Care
Diana Alley
(626) 475-7583

Something to hold on to…
A friend. A neighbor. Hope. Faith.
We are all looking for something…

Welcome to Grace
This is who we are.
This is what we do.
You are welcome here.

This is who we are…
Grace is a family of believers who gather in the name of Jesus Christ to
experience God’s love and acceptance through each other. Our intimate
community is one where all are welcome, all are accepted, all are filled and all
are sent out to give as they have received.
Though we are a community of faith, Grace is not a place for those who feel
they have found everything they need regarding their faith journey. The people
of grace feel that we are on a journey that is just beginning for some of us, while
for others, that journey is much further along. Wherever we might be in that
individual journey, we feel we are called to walk together, as no one should ever
have to journey alone. No matter where you are in your beliefs, no matter where
you feel you place in life is, you are welcome here.
“One person can have a profound effect on another. And two people…well,
two people can work miracles. They can change a whole town. They can
change the world.” – Diane Frolov and Andrew Schneider, Northern Exposure,
Cicely (1992)

This is what we do…
Our community prays for one another. It is part of our duty, as people of faith, to
lift up each other’s joys and sorrows.
Our community chooses to offer back to God what God has so greatly blessed
us with---ourselves, our time, our possessions---all signs of God’s gracious love. Our
community gathers together for many different reasons and in many different
places. Below are just a few:

Some Main Campus Gatherings:
Traditional Worship & Holy Communion (every Sunday at 9am)
Contemporary Worship & Holy Communion (every Sunday at 11am)
Midweek Worship (every Wednesday at 7pm)
Some Off-Campus Gatherings:
Deborah Circle (every FIRST Monday of every month at 12:30pm in homes)
Lydia Lois Circle (every FIRST Thursday of every month at 9:30am in Room 6)
Heathdale Homeowners Association (every THIRD Thursday of every month at
5:45pm in the Fellowship Hall)
Grace Ladies Luncheon (every Fourth Friday of every month 1:00pm)
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