April 2018 Newsletter

Grace Lutheran
Church & Preschool
This Year’s Easter Services are at the following times:
6:30am Easter Sunrise Service
9am Traditional Worship
11am Contemporary Worship

17880 E. Covina Blvd.
Covina, Ca 91722
Church Office
(626) 332-4536
Office Hours:
Tuesday-Friday: 9am-1pm

Preschool Office
(626) 967-5855
Church/Preschool Fax
(626) 967-4027
Email:

Thank you to those who came and
participated in Holy Week! Also,
we would like to thank all those
who helped and volunteered with
our Easter Egg Hunt!

Did You Know?
If you have an article, advertisement,
announcement or special note you would like to
include in the newsletter, please contact
Vanessa, our church secretary by the 25th of each
month. You can contact her by telephone at:
626-332-4536 or by email at:
office@gracecovina.org

You Are Welcome Here

office@gracecovina.org

Website:
www.gracecovina.org
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We are collecting a new food item for the ACTION Food Pantry. The month of April’s
featured food item is fruit cocktail. So when you’re grocery shopping, please remember our brothers
and sisters in need and pick up one or two boxes of fruit cocktail. Any donations are most appreciated.
Let’s continue to respond to God’s blessings by caring for the most in need. Just a friendly reminder
that on the first Sunday of each and every month is the food pantry’s special collection Sunday. This is
another opportunity to give thanks to God for our many blessings by helping those most in need Thank
you for all the continued support!
Don’t forget to follow us and like us on Facebook! www.facebook.com/ActionFoodPantry91722

Our Mother’s Day Luncheon will be on: May 5, 2018
Now that everyone has received their invitation to the
Mother’s Day Luncheon you have probably noticed
that all proceeds from the luncheon will go to the
YMCA’s “Wings” Program, a shelter for women and
children in abusive relationships. You are undoubtedly
wondering how we are going to raise money for a
donation to “Wings”, when the luncheon tickets are
only $10.00.
We have turned the tables a bit and instead of
charging a large sum for the lunch we are charging
the small sum of $10.00 for lunch and asking
everyone who attends to purchase tickets for a
raffle. A number of very nice gifts are being donated
for a raffle some rather expensive. While at the
luncheon we are hoping you will purchase a number of
tickets, select the gift you would like to have and use
a number of your tickets to win the gift of your
choice. All of the proceeds from the raffle will be
donated to “Wings”.,
Tickets will be sold for a dollar each. For every five
dollars spent, you will receive one additional ticket.
Dollars Extra tickets
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No fine jewelry, no Chinese items or Persian rugs, or
American Indian artifacts.... We hope you will all join
us in supporting this worthy cause!

Birthday Blessings to…

Glenda Marshall
Marty Spradley
Milo McCabe
Suzanne Banks
Wendy Snyder
Lauren Noriega
Duke Turner
Tara Cotton

April 3
April 8
April 13
April 17
April 19
April 23
April 24
April 26

Charlene
Denise T
Blake Ya
Shannon
Heather
Rick Do

March
Thank you to everyone who
helped and donated for our
Easter Egg Hunt! We
appreciate your generosity
and kindness!

Offering Income:
$13,048.00
Attendance: 256
To meet our budget we
need a monthly income of
$11,000.00
~This is GREAT, Thank
you!~

Happy Anniversary to…
Sam & Suzanne Kamler
April 14
Dierk & Adrianna Biggs
April 17
Dave & Jenny Brown
April 17
Donald & Vicki Jacobs
April 25
Bill & Carolyn Wengel
April 27

pg. 2

Pastor’s Column
Dear Grace Family,
Several months ago we were approached by a church asking us if we’d be willing to explore the
possibility of them becoming a tenant of ours at Grace. Things did not get off to a great start, but eventually
after many conversations the possibility became a reality and I’d like to share some information about the
process and our new tenants and what it means for Grace and the Kingdom of God.
First, let me start by giving a bit more detail regarding how the decision was made to open up our
campus to a new church. This all happened on a Council level after some initial conversations this new group
had with Tim Said and myself. After the initial conversations your Congregation Council spent time at many
Council meetings discussing this opportunity. It was by no means an easy or quick decision since this group
was requesting a significant amount of time on our campus. We had to take into consideration the impact that
it would have on our ministry, our members and other outside groups who we’ve partnered with over the
years. Ultimately through lengthy conversations, tough questions and prayer we decided to come to an
agreement with this new church to allow them space on our campus even though we knew it would have an
impact on all of us. We felt it was a worthwhile decision and it is our hope and prayer that though things
around Grace will be changing many will benefit from this change.
One of the primary reasons for making the decision can be found in our Apostles’ and Nicene Creeds.
In both we state that we believe in the holy catholic Church. What does this mean? Well, it basically means
we believe in the universal Church in its many expressions and we support and pray for the many different
expressions of the Christian Church. We know God isn’t Lutheran (though I’d like to think He’s pretty fond
of us!) and that we are but one expression of the Gospel. What we are doing is actively supporting this belief,
as we do with the Apostolic Ministry, with our actions, providing this new church with the space they need
in order to do what God has called them to do; proclaim the good news of the Kingdom of God and the
Gospel of Jesus Christ in their unique way!
In addition Grace will also reap a financial benefit. We expect to increase our income by another 10%
with the addition of our newest ministry partner. That is a significant amount of money and an opportunity
that doesn’t come along very often. Yes, there will be some increase in our expenses but it will easily be
covered by our increased revenue. What will we do with this additional income? That remains to be seen, but
things like capital improvements, additional benevolences, more funding for ministry and other necessities
are all on the table and your Council will do their best to make the best decisions possible as lead by the
Spirit. One thing you can be assured of is that whatever we do wouldn’t have been possible without the
additional revenue from this new partnership.
So, who are our newest tenants? They are The Everlasting Gospel Ministry and they have their roots in
the tradition of the Seventh Day Adventists. They are a global church that focuses on missionary work and
evangelism. They train and educate missionaries in the U.S. and send them throughout the world to share the
Gospel of Jesus Christ. They have approximately 40 or so churches in the Southern California area, all of
whom rent space from other churches and organizations. This means they are well practiced in what it means
to be a good tenant. Our particular group was sharing space with one of their educational facilities until the
school decided to move to a larger space. They regularly worship around 40 people and they have a healthy
youth ministry. They are bilingual (Spanish and English) but worship primarily in Spanish. They are a
growing church that is passionate about their faith and making a difference in their community.
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What will the impact be on us? Well, they will be on campus on Thursday evenings from about 6-10
pm using the Sanctuary, youth and choir rooms and the fellowship hall. We don’t have much going on here
on Thursday evenings so there shouldn’t be impact on that day. However, they will be here pretty much all
day on Saturdays, from 8:30 am until 9 pm. This is where we will see the most significant impact. This was
also what made this decision so difficult considering the amount of time they were asking for. That we’ve
come to an agreement with this group by no means restricts our usage of our campus on Saturdays. The fact
of the matter is we don’t have many occasions throughout the year when we are using our campus on
Saturdays. And they are well aware that we will at times be displacing them or sharing the campus with them
on occasion. They know that this is our church and we have priority for usage for the church or for any of
our members and they are totally okay with that. Another thing that will change is the freedom for anyone
with a key and alarm code having complete access to the church on Saturdays, but we have done our best to
build in time when different parts of the campus will be made available to our volunteers who faithfully
serve at Grace. The dynamics of how this will be worked out will be handled with our volunteers personally
and on an individual basis.
Are things going to be different? Absolutely. Will there be some growing pains? Most definitely. It’s
going to take some time getting used to these changes. What I ask for is your support and prayers, your
patience and understanding, and a spirit of charity and an open heart. I’d also ask you all to be good and
welcoming hosts and hostesses with this new group. After all, God commands us to welcome strangers and
to love our neighbors. Also, part of the agreement that was made was that at any time should either party
decide that the arrangement isn’t working we are both free to terminate the partnership at any time. We’ve
built in many safeguards in our agreement similar to the one I just mentioned. The final thing I’d ask is for
you to come directly to me with your concerns or complaints should any arise. I realize there may be
questions or struggles with such a significant change and I’m here to listen. Is it possible that this
arrangement might not work out? Sure. But, it is also quite possible that things could really work out better
than we hope. With God on our side and directing our path I trust that and pray that in the end He will
receive the glory and His Kingdom will continue to expand.

Yours in Faith,
Pastor Steve
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Presidents Report
A few highlights from the March 12, 2018 council meeting
• Voted to accept application from Emotions Anonymous to use the Fellowship Hall on Tuesday nights. They
have since withdrawn their application.
• Voted to accept the application from Everlasting Gospel Ministry (EGM) to use our campus on Thursday
nights and all day Saturday. Rules and agreements have been drawn up and will be signed by both parties
along with a contract. Pastor Steve and Tim Said will meet with the EGM leaders.
• Dates and times for Holy Week events and services were given.
• Preschool and Infant Care are doing well, just a few computer glitches.
• There have been several members step up to provide food and transportation to our members in need due to
accident or illness. A big THANK YOU to all of you who have helped.
• Our Sunday School teacher, Amber Brown, was sick for a month, so no Sunday School.
• Thank you Charlene Snyder for doing the custodial duties for 6 weeks while Amber was out sick.
• There will be a Mothers Day Luncheon May 5. Look for details in this newsletter.
The question has come up – What is that little box of numbers in our weekly bulletin? That, my friends, is to
let you know how much offering was collected each month and how many people attended all our worship
services for the month. For the month of February there were 190 people that attended all the worship services.
For February, the offering income was $9769. This is your offering donations to the church. In order to meet
our budget we need to collect an offering of $11,000 each month. This is just so we can pay our bills, keep the
lights on, etc. January offering was $9000. So, you see, we have been short the first two months of the year.
But, ALLELUIA!!! the month of March was stellar with an offering income of $13,048. YIPPEE!! GOOD
JOB EVERYONE
We have aging buildings and equipment, all of which need repairs. Just like you home is in constant need of
repairs so is Grace Lutheran Church. We have to hire people to do these repairs at Grace just like you hire
people to do repairs at your house. As you know, this cost money. The only way Grace gets money is by your
offering donations.
As I said last month, Pr. Steve's contract ends this summer. If we want to hire Pr. Steve or anyone else full
time we will need a monthly offering income of $13,000. The question now is, can you and will you keep up
this great job?
If you have any questions or concerns, please come talk to me or any of the other council members.

Peace of Christ,
Pat Linden
Congregational Council President
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The eyes of the Lord are on the righteous, and his ears are open to their cry... -Psalm 34:15
REMEMBER IN PRAYER
Please pray for: Kyoko Uchiyami, Patricia Marcovich Hogan, Tammy Velazquez, Pete Cooper, Alice
Martinez, Annalisa Morgan, Marion Patrick, Jorge Chavez, Walter Hoke, Trina Clay, Paulette Bentz,
Shawna, Keyling Toro, Dorie, Linda Dow, Melanie Reef, and Lorraine Thorne.
Please pray for those with medical needs, including: Ted Primas, Marcia Cruchley, Marion Schwacopher
& Steve, Cynthia Spangler, Colette Vickery, Gil Erro, Marie Dabbs, Bruce Fehring, Carol Orrell, Margarite
Heyne, Myrna Ott, Brian Akey, Cora, Peggy Muncie, Tim Olszewski, Dave Brown, Charlene Bergerson,
Olivia Gallina, Eddie & family, Christy, Hector Larini, Susie Galleta, Sarah Encabo, Davidson Family,
Jaxon Turner, and Eddie Alvarez.
Please pray for the men and women who are currently serving in the military, including: Talon
Featherstone (Navy) and Justin Wimer (Air Force), who are bravely protecting us and our country.
Please pray for the people in: All schools, Puerto Rico, Venezuela, Virgin Islands and those affected by the
California fires and floods.
Please pray for those who are being faced with grief including: The family of Mabel Teske.
Please pray for Grace Lutheran Church Congregaion.
Please pray for the Miller family (Missionaries).
Please pray for our pre-school and infant care program.
Please pray for the firefighters, police force and leaders of our country.
Please pray for the ACTION Food Pantry and the homeless that they serve.
Please pray for all those in need.
“The Prayer of the Righteous is Powerful and Effective.” – James 5:16








Please let us know…

Our Prayer Book is…

If we don’t have a birthday or anniversary date listed.
If you have a special announcement.
If someone in your family is ill or in the hospital.
If you move or change your telephone number.
If you will be away for a period of time.
If you feel the church can assist you in any way.

Also located in the back of the sanctuary. You
can write your prayer request in this book each
Wednesday or Sunday. Remember, you can also
contact the church office with your prayer
request and updates for the prayer list.

April scripture readings to share with your family & to deepen your worship experience.
(Easter Day)
April 1
Acts 10:34-43
1 Cor 15:1-11
Mark 16:1-8

(2 Easter)
April 8
Acts 4:32-35
1 John 1:1-2:2
John 20:19-31

(3 Easter)
April 15
Acts 3:12-19
1 John 3:1-7
Luke 24:36b-48

(4 Easter)
April 22
Acts 4:5-12
1 John 3:16-24
Jon 10:11-18

(5 Easter)
April 29
Acts 8:26-40
1 John 4:7-21
John 15:1-8
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Sun

Mon

1
Easter Sunday
6:30am Service
9am Service
11am service
1pm Apostolic
Fellowship

Tue
2

Wed

12:30pm
Deborah’s Circle

Fri

4
11am Preschool
Chapel

7:00pm
Apostolic
Fellowship

4:00pm-7pm
ACTION Food
Pantry

Thu

3

11:30am Bible Study

9:30am Lydia
Lois Circle

10am-1pm
ACTION Food
Pantry

12:30pm Staff
Meeting
7pm Worship

Sat
6

5

7:00pm Friday
Night relax &
Recover

7
10am Al-Anon

7pm AA

8
*Regular Sunday
Worship
1pm Apostolic
Fellowship

15
*Regular Sunday
Worship

9
4:00pm-7pm
ACTION Food
Pantry

6:30pm Council
Meeting
Room 6

10
7:00pm
Apostolic
Fellowship

12:15pm Worship
& Music
Committee
Meeting

12

13

14

11:30am Bible Study
7pm Worship

10am-1pm
ACTION Food
Pantry

7:00pm Friday
Night relax &
Recover

10am Al-Anon

7pm AA

16
4:00pm-7pm
ACTION Food
Pantry

11
11am Preschool
Chapel

17

18
11am Preschool
Chapel

7:00pm
Apostolic
Fellowship

7pm Worship

19
10am-1pm
ACTION Food
Pantry
5:45pm-9pm
Heathdale
HOA

7pm AA

20
7:00pm Friday
Night relax &
Recover

21
10am Al-Anon
12pm-3pm
Crafting

1pm Apostolic
Fellowship

22

23

24

1pm Apostolic
Fellowship

25

4:00pm-7pm
ACTION Food
Pantry

7:00pm
Apostolic
Fellowship

11:30am Bible Study
7pm Worship
7pm AA

29
*Regular Sunday
Worship

1pm Apostolic
Fellowship

26

11am Preschool
Chapel

*Regular Sunday
Worship

10am-1pm
ACTION Food
Pantry

27

28

1pm Grace
Ladies Luncheon

Private
Anniversary Party

7:00pm Friday
Night relax &
Recover

10am Al-Anon

30
4:00pm-7pm
ACTION Food
Pantry

* Sunday Service Times
*9:00am Traditional Worship
*11:00am Contemporary Worship
*1:00pm Apostolic Fellowship

What’s happening at GLC?
Exciting things are always happening here at Grace. So, please
take a moment to look on the bulletin board and table in the
narthex and see what exciting things are happening. You can
check us on Facebook, too!
www.facebook.com/GraceLutheranCovina
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WHO WE ARE
Church Staff
Pastor
Steve Otte
(714)717-6174
Preschool Director
Christy Arreguin
(626) 967-5855
preschool@gracecovina.org
Children’s Ministries
Amber Brown
(626)203-6928

GraceSundaySchool@yahoo.com

Music Ministries
Jeff Saltonstall
(626) 375-4311
Pedro Toro
(626) 731 4431
Office Coordinator
Vanessa Chavez
(626) 332-4536
office@gracecovina.org
Church Council
President
Pat Linden
(626) 339-0729
Vice President
Tim Said
(626) 966-5360
Secretary
Vicki Jacobs
(909) 599-6310
Treasurer
Robert Ordonez
(626) 388-6930
Minister of Witness
Judy McGee
(323)376-1226
Minister of Worship
Brenda Noriega
(626) 914-1664
Minister of Education
Dave Brown
(909) 772-3500
Minister of Member Care
Diana Alley
(626) 475-7583

Something to hold on to…
A friend. A neighbor. Hope. Faith.
We are all looking for something…

Welcome to Grace
This is who we are.
This is what we do.
You are welcome here.

This is who we are…
Grace is a family of believers who gather in the name of Jesus Christ to
experience God’s love and acceptance through each other. Our intimate
community is one where all are welcome, all are accepted, all are filled and all
are sent out to give as they have received.
Though we are a community of faith, Grace is not a place for those who feel
they have found everything they need regarding their faith journey. The people
of grace feel that we are on a journey that is just beginning for some of us, while
for others, that journey is much further along. Wherever we might be in that
individual journey, we feel we are called to walk together, as no one should ever
have to journey alone. No matter where you are in your beliefs, no matter where
you feel you place in life is, you are welcome here.
“One person can have a profound effect on another. And two people…well,
two people can work miracles. They can change a whole town. They can
change the world.” – Diane Frolov and Andrew Schneider, Northern Exposure,
Cicely (1992)

This is what we do…
Our community prays for one another. It is part of our duty, as people of faith, to
lift up each other’s joys and sorrows.
Our community chooses to offer back to God what God has so greatly blessed
us with---ourselves, our time, our possessions---all signs of God’s gracious love. Our
community gathers together for many different reasons and in many different
places. Below are just a few:

Some Main Campus Gatherings:
Traditional Worship & Holy Communion (every Sunday at 9am)
Contemporary Worship & Holy Communion (every Sunday at 11am)
Midweek Worship (every Wednesday at 7pm)
Some Off-Campus Gatherings:
Deborah Circle (every FIRST Monday of every month at 12:30pm in homes)
Lydia Lois Circle (every FIRST Thursday of every month at 9:30am in Room 6)
Heathdale Homeowners Association (every THIRD Thursday of every month at
5:45pm in the Fellowship Hall)
Grace Ladies Luncheon (every Fourth Friday of every month 1:00pm)
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