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                                     Did You Know? 

If you have an article, advertisement, 
announcement or special note you would like to 
include in the newsletter, please contact 
Vanessa, our church secretary by the 25th of each 
month. You can contact her by telephone at: 
626-332-4536 or by email at: 
office@gracecovina.org 

 

17880 E. Covina Blvd. 

Covina, Ca 91722 

Church Office  

(626) 332-4536 

Office Hours:  

Tuesday-Friday: 9am-1pm 

 

Preschool Office 

(626) 967-5855 

 

Church/Preschool Fax 

(626) 967-4027 

 

Email: 

office@gracecovina.org  

 

Website: 

www.gracecovina.org 
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You Are Welcome Here 

Join us at our upcoming Timeline Potluck Luncheon 

on August 6th! Details about this event will be released 

soon, so keep an eye out in our weekly bulletins! 

We are looking for volunteers to help with our 

Altar Guild. If you are interested, please 

contact Vicki Jacobs or our office. Thank you! 

mailto:office@gracecovina.org
mailto:office@gracecovina.org
http://www.gracecovina.org/
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Preschool Report 

SCHOOL CLOSED 
We will be closed Friday July 3 & 4, 2017 Happy Fourth of July! Have a safe holiday! We will be closed for 

teacher prep days Thursday & Friday August 24 & 25, 2017. We will also be closed Monday September 4, 

2017 for Labor Day. 

Sunscreen Reminder 

We spend a lot of time outdoors in the sun.  The children need a daily dose of sun block.  

You can never be too safe! 

 

 

Themes 
7/5-7/7 Places We Go 

7/10-7/14 Outer Space 

7/17-7/21 Dinosaurs 

7/24-7/28 Science Experiments  

 

 

 

 

Play Dough 
4T oil 

4c water 

4c flour 

2c salt 

4T cream of tartar 

Food coloring (use as much or as little as you need to reach desired color) 

You can substitute 2-3 packages of Kool-Aid for food coloring. 

 

Combine all ingredients in a large pot, cook over low-med heat until play dough is not sticky.  Remove from 

heat and knead. 

 

                       We are collecting a new food item for the ACTION Food Pantry. The month of June’s             

                        featured food item is canned fruit. So when you’re grocery shopping, please remember our 

brothers and sisters in need and pick up one or two cans of fruit. Any donations are most 

appreciated. Let’s continue to respond to God’s blessings by caring for the most in need. Just a 

friendly reminder that on the first Sunday of each and every month is the food pantry’s special 

collection Sunday. This is another opportunity to give thanks to God for our many blessings by 

helping those most in need Thank you for all the continued support! During the month of May, 

the ACTION Food Pantry had 42 new clients, 356 returning clients with a total of 398 clients. 

We fed 1059 people! During the month of June, the ACTION Food Pantry had 39 new clients, 

371 returning clients with a total of 410 clients. We fed 1115 people! 

Don’t forget to follow us and like us on Facebook! www.facebook.com/ActionFoodPantry91722 

 

Flag Song 

We love our flag our country’s flag 

Our red and white and blue 

Oh flag you take good care of us and 

We must care for you. 

 

http://www.facebook.com/ActionFoodPantry91722
https://www.facebook.com/ActionFoodPantry91722/photos/a.987032707984856.1073741825.987017061319754/987033164651477/?type=3&source=11
https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.labcelgin.org/clientimages/31672/feedthehungry.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.labcelgin.org/714186&h=1758&w=1299&tbnid=hvkF4TS7LTeblM:&docid=vHBC9X-D6ZVpkM&ei=-yaEVqu-F9CKjwOR86SADg&tbm=isch&ved=0ahUKEwjrp8Xen4TKAhVQxWMKHZE5CeAQMwhaKCQwJA
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Pastor’s Column 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

 The first official day of summer was June 20th. Some of you may pay attention to such things as the 

‘official first day of summer’, but I’ve always thought of summer beginning with the 4th of July. It’s kind of 

the kick off of summer for me with the all the fanfare and such. When I was young it meant summer vacation 

from school and family trips, bar-b-ques, beach parties and those lazy days of summer. And I loved that it 

felt like the fireworks and excitement of 4th of July was a perfect way to start 3 months of fun, fun, fun! 

 Of course, 4th of July is much more than parties and instructions to ‘light fuse and get away’. It is really 

a day of patriotism, celebrating our countries independence from an oppressive monarchy. And a country 

borne out of a fierce desire for independence and democracy, a government of the people for the people, 

started a culture that has embraced our independence as a nation and as individuals. We cherish our freedom 

as much as anything in this world.  

 The dictionary defines independence as, “freedom from the control, influence, support, aid, or the like, 

of others.” Sound about right? I don’t know about you, but I like to be in control. I don’t want anyone telling 

me what to do, what to think, where to go, or how to live my life! I think that attitude stems largely from a 

culture that was borne out of a struggle for independence. It doesn’t hurt that that kind of attitude also 

appeals to our generally strong egos.  

 So, how does this work with our faith? Certainly we embrace the freedom of religion in our country, 

but do our religious beliefs promote a radical kind of freedom or strict obedience to our Lord? Think about 

that for a second. Does the Bible teach us that we are free from the control or influence of God? Well, in a 

way, yes it does. God gave all humankind free will to resist being controlled or influenced by the God who 

created us all. On the opposite side of the coin is the understanding that we should submit our lives to God 

and let Him be in control and be influenced by the teachings of Jesus. In a sense faith means giving up our 

independence to God. It is recognizing that God truly is in control and that submitting to Him is the ideal 

way of life.  

 As a Christian we can say that it’s super easy to give God control! Right? If you said “Yes!” we need 

to talk. This is one of our greatest battles and most significant struggles of our faith. Sin, our egos, and the 

world we live in bombard us with the message of, “It’s all about me! I want, I want, I want! And ME, ME, 

ME!!!” Jesus tells us to ‘love our neighbors,’ ‘give to the poor,’ ‘be the least of all’. And Paul tells us not to 

think too highly of ourselves. With these mixed messages it’s no wonder life can be so confusing, especially 

life as a Christian.  

 We fight our whole lives for independence and it’s a fight we will never win. In order to live a life of 

fulfillment we will always need others, but more importantly we will always need God, especially as it 

relates to our salvation. We are completely dependent on Christ for that. This is one of the many paradoxes 

in the life of a Christian. Fiercely independent and completely dependent all at the same time.  

 So, what the point of all of this? Frankly, it’s what your Pastor writes when he can’t think of anything 

else to write for the newsletter and the deadline has already passed to finish this article and he’s thinking 

about the month of July and a national holiday. But, beyond my lack of inspiration I hope that it sparks in 

you to take a moment and consider what it means to be totally dependent on our Lord for the one thing that 

matters most of all and how we all might let God take control of all aspects of our lives. He’s taken care of 

the big thing, so it’s not difficult to think He can also handle the little things as well. When we do that the 

hope, peace and joy we have with the promise of our salvation becomes the hope, peace, and joy of our 

everyday lives. This is the abundant life that Jesus promises us if we depend on Him in all things. We 

celebrate our countries independence once a year, but we should celebrate our dependence on God every 

day, giving thanks to the One on whom we can always depend. Amen. 

 

-Pastor Steve 
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Presidents Report 

 
 

 
  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Highlights from the June 12th Council Meeting 

 Pastor discussed the slow progress on LIVING THE RESURRECTION program. 

 Marge from the Synod will be here August 6th.  

 Pastor told us about the Tamale fundraiser for the Hispanic Ministry in Santa Ana. 

 Pastor meets regularly with Amber regarding Sunday school. 

 Pastor meets monthly with Bernie and Cheryl to discuss the Food Pantry. 

 We accepted 3 new members by transfer. 

 We are making a little progress toward getting our website updated. 

 The copier in the office is still sick. We have had it looked at and are working on some 

solutions. 

 Financials for the month of May, we spent $1,000 more than we took in. So far this year we 

have spent $4,000 more than what we took in. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Peace of Christ 

Pat Linden 

Congregational Council President 
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Synod Assembly Report 
By: Bonnie Larini 

Thanks to the congregation pf Grave Lutheran Church, Pastor Steve, Pat 

Linden and I were able to attend the 30th Annual Synod Assembly at 

California Lutheran University (CLU) in Thousand Oaks June 1-3. 

It was very informative meeting as to what the ELCA is and how goals 

are to be accomplished. 

The theme was “Freed n Christ to Serve” meaning Christ did not free us 

from something, but freed us to do something. As things are changing we are 

not trapped and are allowed to look to the future. To change, remember God 

got involved and therefore, we must get involved and bring about change 

following the example He has given us. 

The Synod reported for Living the Resurrection to be effective we must 

get and stay involved.  

The mandated changes to the constitution were voted on and accepted. 

These changes were discussed and voted on at our last congregational 

meeting at Grace. For those wishing to explore more about these changes, 

copies are available for you to review. 

There were several speakers from Outreach Programs that gave a deeper 

understanding of the depth of how the ELCA cares for so many people and 

organizations throughout the WORLD. 

There was voting for new Synod Council members and the 2018 budget 

was accepted as presented. There was a breakfast meeting held with the 

treasurer to discuss any concerns people may have. 

 

There were two resolutions to vote on and both were adopted. 

1. For the Synod to become a Sanctuary Synod 

a. Resolved that the congregations of our Synod will commit to 

pray for immigrants and refugees among us and will strive to 

be places of radical welcome, refuge and protection. 
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2. Become a member of the Jubilee Network 

a. Resolved that the Southwest California Synod become a 

Jubilee Synod, with its congregations, schools and members 

being encouraged to: pray for the world’s poorest countries; 

designate a contract person to be a liaison with Jubilee USA; 

study, and when possible, become Jubilee USA 

congregations; and take action such as letter writing to 

Congress or the Administration calling for economic justice 

in each country and especially the world’s poorest countries. 

 

A number of grants were awarded to congregations within the Synod for 

various projects. 

A beautiful worship service was held in the chapel at CLU with Bishop 

Irwin presiding.  

Thanks again to the congregation of Grace for providing the opportunity 

to be a part of the “Big Picture” of the church. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Report from Pat Linden 

Bonnie’s report is very informative so I will not repeat. This was my 

first time attending an assembly and I did enjoy the experience and I learned a 

lot. I’ve heard that the assemblies can be very boring and also have a lot of 

conflict, differences of opinions. This one was neither. Thanks to the 

congregation for allowing me to represent you at our Synod Assembly. The 

last count we got said there were 328 people in attendance. There is a full 

report on the Synod website if you care to read it. 
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Dear Friends, 

 Shalom! It’s me again writing to thank you for being my partner in my service to the 

Lord through Chosen People Ministries (Canada). 

 Marta and I had the opportunity to spend time with our children and granddaughters 

in Michigan during the Victoria Day weekend in May. It was exhausting but fun! I drove 

back to Canada to work, while Marta stayed back for a few more days. Then our daughter 

Julie, with Isabel and Silvia brought Marta back during Memorial Day weekend. So I went 

from spending a week by myself to having four girls at home! It was a blessing! 

 As you pray for our family, please pray that God will provide a new place for Marta 

and me to live. We learned from our landlords that they plan to sell the house where we 

live, so they only renewed our contract through August 31. We know the Lord has a place 

for us. 

 The ministry to the Jewish people continues strong. The summer months will see some 

of our staff coming or going to take time off or to do ministry elsewhere. This summer we 

will have someone from our staff ministering in Russia, in Hungary, and in Israel. Here at 

home we are hosting Shalom Toronto this month, July 24-29. We are expecting a good 

number of volunteers from Ontario and other provinces to come for training, worship, 

fellowship, and most of all witnessing to the Jewish community in the Greater Toronto 

Area. Please pray with me for divine appointments to share the gospel. 

 A few weeks back a pastor friend of mine told me that he prays for Israel and the 

Jewish people every day. I know many of our ministry partners do the same. And that is a 

blessing, not only for Israel and the Jewish people, but also for my ministry and for their 

own lives. God keeps his promise of blessing those who bless Israel. What an 

encouragement it is for me to know that there is an army of prayer warriors standing 

behind me in support of my ministry! 

 I would love to hear from you once in a while. Send me a note, an email or call me to 

let me know you get my letters. It means a lot to me. 

Until next time!  

 

 

Faith serving Messiah Jesus, 

Jorge Sedaca 
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We hope everyone’s 
fourth of July is filled 

with barbeques, 
family, fun and 

fireworks! Be safe 
and enjoy the 

holiday! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Birthday Blessings to… 
Becky Eidum  July 4 
Mike Brown  July 4 
Jerry Colwell  July 5 
Steven Fields  July 7 
Sarah Morales  July  10 
Adrianna Biggs  July 11 
Michael Van Raalte July 14 
Pat Linden  July 16 
Amber Brown  July 21 
Barbara Margison  July 21 
Bernie Schantz  July 29 

 

 
  
  
  
  
  
  

Happy Anniversary to… 
Ken & Pat Linden  July 6th 

This is just a 
friendly reminder 

to give any 
donations that you 
wish to give before 

going on vacation 
this summer, Thank 

you! 

 

 

Join us for our Timeline 

Potluck Luncheon on 

August 6
th

! Details will be 

released soon. Please refer 

to our weekly bulletins for 

updates about this event! 

This month, our Grace Ladies Luncheon 
will take place on July 28th at 1pm at 
Marie Calendar's near the Eastland 

Center in West Covina. Contact Cheryl 
Miller for more information. We hope to 

see you there! 

Don’t forget 
that Saturday 

July 15th, we 
will be crafting 
from 12:30pm-

5pm. Everyone 
and anyone is 

welcomed to 
join us! 

We are looking for 
volunteers to help 

with our Altar 
Guild. If you are 
interested, please 

contact Vicki 
Jacobs or our 

office. Thank you! 
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The eyes of the Lord are on the righteous, and his ears are open to their cry...-Psalm 34:15 

 

REMEMBER IN PRAYER 

Turner Family, please pray for Lories successful surgery and for Chris’s strength.  

Robert Jacobs, brother of Don Jacobs, please pray for his comfort, strength and cancer elimination. 

Barbara Bryner, please pray for her healing and speedy recovery. 

Pastor Ed McGee, please pray for his speedy recovery and healing. 

Steve Shantz, son of Bernie Shantz, please pray for his health and healing. 

Dick Shantz, Brother in law of Bernie Shantz, please pray for his health and healing. 

Jim Sanford, good friend of Vicki Jacobs, please pray for his strength, healing and cancer elimination.  

John Carlin, friend of Wendy Snyder, please pray for his strength, comfort and healing. 

Carol Dabbs, sister-in-law to Charlie & Marie Dabbs, please pray for her comfort and healing. 

Aern Monson, please pray for his strength and cancer elimination. 

Becca, please pray for her strength and healing. 

Wayne, cousin of Diana Alley, please pray for his family in their time of need. 

Jaxon Turner, Diana Alley’s grandson, please pray for his strength and comfort. 

Jorge Chavez, parent at school that Wendy Snyder teacher at, please pray for strength, comfort and cancer elimination. 

Betty Hernandez, aunt of Vanessa Garcia’s fiancé, please pray for strength, comfort and cancer elimination. 

Eric Eastman, friend of Deneice Hadley, please pray for healing and comfort. 

Walter Hoke, Mary Encabo’s brother, Please pray for strength, healing and cancer elimination. 

Trina Clay, Please continue to pray for Trina’s strength, comfort and complete healing.  

Hector Larini, please pray for continued strength and healing. 

Christy, friend of Diana Alley, Please pray for her comfort and strength. 

Maya Estephan, Please pray for Maya’s strength, comfort and cancer elimination. 

Paulette Bentz, sister of June Evinger, Please pray for her strength, comfort and complete healing from cancer. 

Please pray for the Miller family (Missionaries). 

Please pray for our pre-school and infant care program. 

Please pray for our military men and women, who are bravely protecting us and our country. 

Please pray for all those in need. 

 

 

 “The Prayer of the Righteous is Powerful and Effective.” – James 5:16 

 
 

              Please let us know…                                                                  Our Prayer Book is… 

 If we don’t have a birthday or anniversary date listed.                Also located in the back of the sanctuary. You 

 If you have a special announcement.                                            can write your prayer request in this book each  

 If someone in your family is ill or in the hospital.                             Wednesday or Sunday. Remember, you can also 

 If you move or change your telephone number.                          contact the church office with your prayer  

 If you will be away for a period of time.                                          request and updates for the prayer list.  

 If you feel the church can assist you in any way.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

July scripture readings to share with your family & to deepen your worship experience.  

 

(Pentecost 4) 
July 2 

Jeremiah 28:5-9 

Romans 6:12-23 

Matthew 10:40-42 

 

 

(Pentecost 7) 
July 23 

Isaiah 44:6-8 

Romans 18:12-25 

Matthew 13:24-30,36-43 

 

(Pentecost 6) 
July 16 

Isaiah 55:10-13 

Romans 8:1-11 

Matthew 13:1-9,18-23 

 

(Pentecost 5) 
July 9 

Zechariah 9:9-12 

Romans 7:15-25a 

Matthew 11:16-19,25-30 

 

(Pentecost 8) 
July 30 

1 Kings 3:5-12 

Romans 8:26-39 

Matthew 13:31-33,44-52 
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* Sunday Service Times 

*9:00am Traditional Worship         

*11:00am Contemporary Worship  

*1:00pm Apostolic Fellowship 

 

 

What’s happening at GLC? 

Exciting things are always happening here at Grace. So, please 

take a moment to look on the bulletin board and table in the 

narthex and see what exciting things are happening. You can 

check us on Facebook, too!  

www.facebook.com/GraceLutheranCovina  

 

 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
        

 

  

 

 

                    
 

 

 

  

 
 

 

 

1 

 

10am Al-Anon 
 

 

 

2 

 

*Regular 

Sunday 

Worship 

 

1pm Apostolic 

Fellowship 

3 
Preschool Closed 

 

Deborah’s Circle 

@12:30pm  

 

4:00pm-7pm 

ACTION Food 

Pantry 

 

4 
Preschool Closed 

 

7:00pm 

Apostolic 

Fellowship  

5 
11am Preschool 

Chapel 

 

11:30am Bible Study  

 

7pm Worship 

 

7pm AA 

 

8:30pm-10:30pm 

Sunday Band 

Rehearsal 

6 
Lydia Lois 

Circle 

9:30am (Rm.6) 

 

10am-1pm 

ACTION Food 

Pantry  

 

 

7 

 

7:00pm Friday 

Night relax & 

Recover 

 

 

8 

 

 

10am Al-Anon 

  

 

9 

 

*Regular 

Sunday 

Worship 

 

1pm Apostolic 

Fellowship 

                    10 

 
4:00pm-7pm 

ACTION Food 

Pantry 

 

6:30pm Council 

Meeting Room 6 

11 

 

7:00pm 

Apostolic 

Fellowship 

12 
11am Preschool 

Chapel 

 

11:30am Bible Study  

 

7pm Worship 

 

7pm AA 

 

8:30pm-10:30pm 

Sunday Band 

Rehearsal 

13 

 

10am-1pm 

ACTION Food 

Pantry 

 
 

14 

 

 

7:00pm Friday 

Night relax & 

Recover 

15 

 

 

10am Al-Anon 

 

Crafting 

12:30pm-5pm 

16 

*Regular Sunday 

Worship 

 
Worship & Music 

Committee Meeting 

12:15pm 

 

1pm Apostolic 

Fellowship 

17 

  

 

4:00pm-7pm 

ACTION Food 

Pantry 

18 

 

 

7:00pm 

Apostolic 

Fellowship 

19 
11am Preschool 

Chapel 

 

11:30am Bible Study  

 

7pm Worship 

 

7pm AA 

 

8:30pm-10:30pm 

Sunday Band 

Rehearsal 

20 

 

10am-1pm 

ACTION Food 

Pantry  

 

Heathdale HOA 

5:45pm-9pm 

 

 21 

 

 

7:00pm Friday 

Night relax & 

Recover 

22 

 

 

10am Al-Anon 

23 

 
*Regular Sunday 

Worship 

 

 

1pm Apostolic 

Fellowship 

24 

 

4:00pm-7pm 

ACTION Food 

Pantry 

25 

 
7:00pm 

Apostolic 

Fellowship 
 

26 
11am Preschool 

Chapel 

 

11:30am Bible Study  

 

7pm Worship 

 

7pm AA 

 

8:30pm-10:30pm 

Sunday Band 

Rehearsal 

27 

 

10am-1pm 

ACTION Food 

Pantry 

28 

 

Grace Ladies 

Luncheon 1pm 

 

7:00pm Friday 

Night relax & 

Recover 

 

29 

 

10am Al-Anon 

30 
*Regular Sunday 

Worship 

 

 

1pm Apostolic 

Fellowship 

31 

 

4:00pm-7pm 

ACTION Food 

Pantry 

     

http://www.facebook.com/GraceLutheranCovina
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Something to hold on to… 

A friend. A neighbor. Hope. Faith. 

We are all looking for something… 
 

Welcome to Grace 
 

This is who we are. 

This is what we do. 

You are welcome here.  
 

This is who we are… 
 

Grace is a family of believers who gather in the name of Jesus Christ to 

experience God’s love and acceptance through each other. Our intimate 

community is one where all are welcome, all are accepted, all are filled and all 

are sent out to give as they have received.  

 

Though we are a community of faith, Grace is not a place for those who feel 

they have found everything they need regarding their faith journey. The people 

of grace feel that we are on a journey that is just beginning for some of us, while 

for others, that journey is much further along. Wherever we might be in that 

individual journey, we feel we are called to walk together, as no one should ever 

have to journey alone. No matter where you are in your beliefs, no matter where 

you feel you place in life is, you are welcome here.  

 

“One person can have a profound effect on another.  And two people…well, 

two people can work miracles.  They can change a whole town.  They can 

change the world.” – Diane Frolov and Andrew Schneider, Northern Exposure, 

Cicely (1992) 
 

This is what we do… 
 

 Our community prays for one another. It is part of our duty, as people of faith, to 

lift up each other’s joys and sorrows.  

Our community chooses to offer back to God what God has so greatly blessed 

us with---ourselves, our time, our possessions---all signs of God’s gracious love. Our 

community gathers together for many different reasons and in many different 

places. Below are just a few:  

 

Some Main Campus Gatherings:  

Traditional Worship & Holy Communion (every Sunday at 9am)  

Contemporary Worship & Holy Communion (every Sunday at 11am)  

Midweek Worship (every Wednesday at 7pm)  

 

Some Off-Campus Gatherings: 

Deborah Circle (every FIRST Monday of every month at 12:30pm in homes) 

Lydia Lois Circle (every FIRST Thursday of every month at 9:30am in Room 6) 

Heathdale Homeowners Association (every THIRD Thursday of every month at 

5:45pm in the Fellowship Hall) 

Grace Ladies Luncheon (every Fourth Friday of every month 1:00pm) 

 

WHO WE ARE 

Church Staff 

Pastor 

Steve Otte 

(714)717-6174 

 

Preschool Director 

Christy Arreguin  

(626) 967-5855 

preschool@gracecovina.org 

 

Children’s Ministries  

Amber Brown 

(626)203-6928 
GraceSundaySchool@yahoo.com 

 

Music Ministries  

Jeff Saltonstall 

(626) 375-4311 

Pedro Toro  

(626) 731 4431   

        

Office Coordinator 

Vanessa Garcia  

(626) 332-4536 

office@gracecovina.org  

 

Church Council 

President 

Pat Linden  

(626) 339-0729 

 

Vice President 

Tim Said 

(626) 966-5360 

 

Secretary 

Vicki Jacobs 

(909) 599-6310  

 

Treasurer  

Robert Ordonez 

(626) 388-6930 

 

Minister of Witness 

Dierk Biggs 

(626) 827-7242 

 

Minister of Worship 

Brenda Noriega 

(626) 914-1664 

 

Minister of Education 

Dave Brown 

(909) 772-3500 

 

Minister of Member Care 

Diana Alley 

(626) 475-7583 

mailto:preschool@gracecovina.org
mailto:GraceSundaySchool@yahoo.com
mailto:office@gracecovina.org

